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ABOUT  
I'm a business economics researcher focusing on the sustainable use of natural resources 

and the forest sector. In my work, I use data analysis tools and methods to investigate how 

industries and businesses can enhance their competitiveness while generating positive 

sustainability impacts. Overall, I aim to provide insights that contribute to a future where 

economic success is achieved within ecological boundaries. 

 

CURRENT POSITION 
2021- Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke), Research Scientist 

I work in bioeconomy and environment unit. In my research, I have focused on business 

models and innovation in the forest industry, which I examined in my doctoral dissertation 

titled “Innovation Systems for Sustainability: Insights from Wood Construction Businesses 

and Land Use Planning in Finland.” 

  

EARLIER RELEVANT POSITIONS 
 

2025-2026 University of Massachusetts Amherst, Building and Construction Technology, USA,   

Visiting Postdoctoral Researcher 

 

2019-2021 AFRY Management Consulting  

 

2017-2018 University of Helsinki, Research Assistant 

 

2017  Statistics Finland 

 

2016  United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), Switzerland, Intern 
 

EDUCATION 
 
2011-2025 University of Helsinki, Finland 
  2025 Ph.D. Doctor of Science (Agriculture and Forestry) 

2018 M.Sc. Business economics of forestry 
2016 B.Sc. Forest economics and marketing 

 

01-06/2014 Petrozavodsk State University, Russia 

• Student exchange 

• Minor: Russian language  

 

2012  Aalto University, Finland 

• Minor: Production economics 
 

RESEARCH AREAS 
 

Forest industry, Business Economics, Sustainable Use of Renewable Natural Resources, Land-use planning, 

Innovation Systems 
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PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS  
 

Koskivaara, A. (2026). The (Ever) emerging wooden multistory construction? Tracing niche development in 

Finland. Journal of Cleaner Production, 580, 149658. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2026.149658 

 

Koskivaara A., Lähtinen K., Toppinen A. (2025). Longitudinal analysis of financial performance of sawmills 

and wood construction element producers in Finland. Silva Fennica vol. 59 no. 2 article id 24033. 

https://doi.org/10.14214/sf.24033 

 

Katja Lähtinen, Vesa Kanninen, Pia Bäcklund, Liina Häyrinen, Atte Koskivaara & Nicki Malm (2024) Land-use 

policy instruments for sustainable housing: insights from municipality planners in Finland, Urban, Planning 

and Transport Research, 12:1. https://doi.org/10.1080/21650020.2024.2319714 

 

Koskivaara, A., & Lähtinen, K. (2023). Land-Use Planning in Municipalities as a Driver for Sustainable 

Residential Building in Finland: A Regional Innovation System Approach. Journal of Sustainability Research, 

5(2), e230006. https://doi.org/10.20900/jsr20230006. BLOG POST 

 

Korhonen, J. E., Koskivaara, A., Makkonen, T., Yakusheva, N., & Malkamäki, A. (2021). Resilient cross-border 

regional innovation systems for sustainability? A systematic review of drivers and constraints. Innovation: 

The European Journal of Social Science Research, 34(2), 202–221. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13511610.2020.1867518 

 

Korhonen, J., Koskivaara, A., & Toppinen, A. (2020). Riding a Trojan horse? Future pathways of the fiber-

based packaging industry in the bioeconomy. Forest Policy and Economics, 110. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2018.08.010 

 

Dissertation: 

Koskivaara, A. (2025). Innovation systems for sustainability: insights from wood construction businesses and 

land use planning in Finland. Dissertationes Forestales 2025. https://doi.org/10.14214/df.374 

 

PRESENTATIONS AT SEMINARS AND CONFERENCES (including scheduled) 

 

2026: SRC Climate Program, Helsinki; Decarbon-Home research project seminar, Helsinki 

2025: Public Defense, Helsinki 

2024: IUFRO, Stockholm; ISPIM, Tallinn; ForeFront-research project-steering group presentation, 

Helsinki; Decarbon-Home-research project seminar, Helsinki 

2023: ISPIM, Ljubljana; ForeFront-research project seminar, Helsinki; AGFOREE Doctoral Program 

Seminar, Helsinki 

2022: Scandinavian Society of Forest Economics (SSFE), Umeå 
 

SKILLS 
 

IT: Python (data analysis and visualizations, web application development), R (data analysis and 

visualisations), SPSS, ArcGIS, SAS, GitHub, Microsoft Office 

Languages: Finnish (native), English (fluent), Swedish and Russian (Good B2), Spanish (Basic knowledge A1) 
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